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chosen the stalwart Radical Senator, Monsieur Monis, to govern France, is not known: the Head of the State in France is, by the real, if not by the legal, constitution,1 a mute idol in a pagoda, without responsibility or initiative. The reflections of the public were not so inarticulate.
These two startling manifestations of an unrest which the superficial foreign observer may be excused for having regarded as revolutionary, in the legendary French sense of the word, may be studied from various points of view; but it would be a ] mistake not to class them together as typical instances illustrating what may, without exaggeration, be called the crisis of the State in France, An effort has been made, in the earlier pages of this book,2 to compare certain aspects of the French and American Constitutions. It is useful to continue the investigation thus begun by a somewhat more detailed scrutiny of the political and administrative organization of France. The situation in that country is not entirely without its suggestion for other countries ; yet, at this juncture, it is more important than ever to insist on the absurdity of hoping to determine the effects of socio-political phenomena in a given society by comparing those effects with the consequences of apparently similar phenomena in communities differently organized, or hardly organized at all.
Michelet remarked, for instance, that the whole of English history could be summed up in the single sentence: " England is an island." When, in her characteristically brutal fashion Germany sought, by the despatch of a gunboat to the ideally strategic point of Agadir, on one of the world-routes of the Atlantic, to separate England and France, and to imperil the efficacy of their entente, while tearing up two diplomatic conventions, the Algeciras agreement and her own agreement with France concerning Morocco, the immediate consequences of her action merely illustrated once again the profound truth of Michelet's axiom. 1 See notes, p. 34 and p. 40.         s See pp. 39-41.